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WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) and Senior                Democrats from the House Transportation and Commerce Committees                joined forces to announce the introduction of legislation designed                to help clean up and redevelop unused commercial and industrial                sites. The  bill has three main features: funding for brownfields                assessment and cleanup, liability protections, and voluntary cleanup                provisions.              

Previous proposals for brownfields cleanup have been included in                comprehensive legislation that has been too controversial to be                enacted. Therefore, for brownfields legislation to succeed, it must                be considered and approved separate from any comprehensive Superfund                proposals. The Community Revitalization and Brownfields Cleanup                Act of 1999 is that independent legislation.              

œBrownfields legislation is critical to protecting resources, revitalizing                communities, and promoting job growth in our communities,” Olver                said.              

œOlder industrial cities in my district like Pittsfield, Holyoke,                and Fitchburg are full of former manufacturing sites that are ripe                for redevelopment,” Olver remarked. œThis bill is an important step                towards laying the groundwork for desperately needed redevelopment                and new jobs.”              

The Community Revitalization and Brownfields Cleanup Act of 1999:              

Â Provides grants of up to $500,000 annually to local governments                for assessment of Brownfields. $35 million annually for 5 years.              

Â Provides grants of $500,000 to $1 million annually to local governments                for Brownfield cleanup through revolving loan funds. $65 million                annually for 5 years.              

Â Provides liability protection for prospective purchasers and                developers of Brownfields.              

Â Provides liability protection for innocent landowners.              

Â Provides liability protection for contiguous property owners.              

Â Provides $15 million annually for 5 years for grants to states                to assist in developing state cleanup programs.             
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